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2) The current brief will discuss the various women’s issues as they pertain to the first 
Amendment to the U.S. constitution. Specifically, the brief will explore the paragraphs on 
freedom of speech and freedom from religion and the ways these two parts of the 
constitution have affected women. 
 
3)  
-The First Amendment states freedom from religion by prohibiting the government from 
adopting an official religion for the state.  
-The First Amendment also supports freedom of speech. 
- There is a correlation between freedom of speech and freedom of thought and therefore 
of decision. 
-The freedom of decision is related to women’s issues such as abortion.  
-Abortion is also a religious issue, which in the US is exercised freely under the First 
Amendment. 
- Education is an issue that represents the freedom to exercise free speech and the 
increasing levels of education by women reveal an increased exercise of that 1st 










The increased levels of education for women have enabled women to voice their 
concerns. Education and free speech are interrelated because education provides the 
opportunity to exercise free-speech through, debates, discussions, demonstrations etc. 
 
                                                 





are needed to see this picture.
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Although most of the above religions oppose abortion, women have been implementing it 
increasingly. This is a fact related to their liberalization and implementation of freedom 
of speech and freedom of decision rights. The U.S. government cannot prohibit abortion 
on the basis of religion because of the First Amendment.  
                                                 




 The First Amendment to the US constitution, presents two basic freedoms: the 
freedom from religion and the freedom of speech. Both freedoms are related to women as 
defining steps to their liberalization and independence. According to the 2004 census, 
women are outnumbering men as they constitute 149.1 million of the total US 
population,3. The impact of the first Amendment paragraphs on freedom from religion 
and freedom of speech on those women is reflected in the area of education and the 
subject of abortion. 
Freedom of speech leads to freedom of decision by creating an environment 
favorable to debate on issues that lead to women’s decisions. Given that such a 
relationship exists, the First Amendment has enabled women’s decision-making in the 
US.  Abortion is a good example of freedom of decision and eventually speech but is also 
evident as a conflicting element with religion. People and especially women have been 
able to openly share their views on the issue and act accordingly.  Almost 1.3 million 
women get an abortion each year and it is interesting to note how women who obtain 
abortions hail from all religious affiliations. 13% of women who had abortion describe 
themselves as born-again or Evangelical Christians4; while 22% of U.S. women are 
Catholic,7 27% of abortion patients say they are Catholics.4 
The first Amendment does not allow the adoption of an official religion by the 
government and prohibits the preference of one religion over another or religion to 
                                                 
3 http://www.census.gov/Press-
Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/006232.html  
4 http://www.prochoice.org/about_abortion/facts/women_who.html  
irreligion.5 Therefore, the Congress’ positions on women’s issues such as abortion cannot 
be imposed on the basis of religion.  
Also, theoretically, the government’s freedom from religion entails the 
government’s freedom from male-dominating tendencies that can be found in most 
religions. Christianity, Islam, and to a certain extent Judaism are male-dominated 
religions (in terms of abortion, allowance for women-priests etc.) Although the 
government does not officially govern by representing a specific religious view, big 
portion of U.S. electorate is highly religious, an event that leads to women’s under-
representation in Congress.  
Furthermore, education of women is an area in which freedom of speech is 
applied and has influenced them. Education is a sector where freedom of speech can be 
exercised, as classrooms in universities and schools create forums for discussion, open 
conversation and free exchange of ideas.  Therefore, there is a positive correlation 
between education and exercise of free speech.  
According to the 2000 census, the levels of education and therefore exercise of 
free speech by women had not big disparities with those of men. The rates of high school 
completion in both genders were nearly equal whereas at higher education men had 
higher rates of enrollment. For people 25 years and older in 2000, 26% of men had a 
bachelor’s degree or more whereas women had an enrollment rate of 23 % 6.   
The acquisition of power by women and their public exercise of free speech is a 
clear indicator of the progress the U.S. has made in advancing women’s rights in concert 
with the first amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The freedom of speech by women in 
                                                 
5 us constitution 1st amendment 
6 http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/c2kbr-24.pdf  
combination with the increasing acquisition of office positions by them has led to an 
increasing attention on women’s issues. The women in office are able to address 
women’s issues and bring them to the attention of the Congress. The year 2009 had the 
highest participation of women elected in Senate and House of Representatives with 17 
and 74 women respectively. Although this is an all-time high for women, it is a very low 
number comparing to men who serve the Senate or the House of Representatives.7  
An example of a recent women’s issue that has been addressed by the 
Government is the ‘Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act, which allows victims of pay 
discrimination to file a complaint with the government against their employer within 180 
days of their last paycheck. Previously, victims were only allowed 180 days from the date 
of the first unfair paycheck.’8  
Had the First Amendment not initiated a trend toward freedom of speech, those 
concerns would have never been voiced. Empowerment of women would not have taken 
place at all and the latter’s influence in the US policy-making would be limited to non-
existent. Therefore the First Amendment to The Constitution has had great influence on 
women’s issues.  




8 http://www.infoplease.com/spot/womenstimeline3.html  
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